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Mission
We, the educators at St. Therese, are dedicated to offering quality education to young Papua New Guineans, preparing them to be wise leaders of tomorrow. Our focus is on imparting spiritual and moral values, promoting holistic human development through foundational education, enabling students to pursue greater goals in various spheres of life.

Values
St. Therese Catholic School promotes the following core values:

[bookmark: _Toc173756970]Respect:			Demonstrating care and consideration for oneself and others.
Integrity:			Being honest, sincere, and trustworthy.
Excellence:			Striving to achieve set aims and goals academically.
Responsibility: 		Fulfilling duties and obligations.
Christian Beliefs: 	Fidelity Always, practicing faith in God the Creator and Jesus Christ the Redeemer, guided by Catholic Church doctrines and principles.
Honesty:			To promote and instil honesty in every student.
Obedience:			To foster obedience and credibility in every student.
Trust: 				To develop trustworthiness and discipline in every student.

Vision
With God's wisdom, we aim to provide the best education through fidelity, trust, honesty, and full commitment to our students. We inspire, shape, and mould them spiritually, mentally, and socially to become responsible and worthy citizens of Papua New Guinea. In this way, we fulfill our motto, "Fidelity Always," in every student we serve.








Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to St. Therese Primary and Pre-school Badili. We are thrilled to have you join our vibrant and dynamic school community. Our resolute team of dedicated educators is committed to providing a safe, supportive, and stimulating learning environment where every child can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

At St. Therese, we believe in fostering a holistic education that not only focuses on academic excellence but also on the personal growth and character development of each student. Our curriculum is designed to inspire creativity, critical thinking, and a love for learning, while our extracurricular activities offer opportunities for students to explore their interests and talents.

We encourage open communication and collaboration between home and school, as we believe that a strong partnership with parents is essential to the success of our students. We invite you to actively participate in school events, parent-teacher meetings, and volunteer opportunities, and to stay engaged with your child's educational journey.

As we embark on this new school year, we are confident that, together, we can create a nurturing and enriching environment that empowers our students to achieve their full potential and become responsible, compassionate, and successful individuals. The school 100 Years centenary launch was on the 8th of November 2025, and we are proud to announce the preparations to this momentous occasion which will be celebrated in 2027. 

We look forward to everyone’s participation and encourage parents to be actively involved in your child's education.

Warm regards,

Mr. Alex Ako 
Principal, St. Therese Primary and Pre-school Badili

1. Behaviour Expectations
To maintain a safe and respectful environment, we expect students, staff, and parents to:
a) Attend school regularly and arrive on time.
b) Follow the dress code.
c) Communicate respectfully.
d) Demonstrate good sportsmanship.
e) Adhere to the constitution of the school

2. Academic
At St. Therese Catholic Primary & Preschool, we are committed to delivering a quality academic program that meets the national education standards outlined in the; 
a) Papua New Guinea Education Act, while supporting the goals of 
b) Vision 2050 and 
c) Achieving Quality Education for All. 

Our curriculum is designed to provide a strong academic foundation, foster critical thinking, and prepare students for future success in a rapidly changing world.


3. Curriculum:  
 	St. Therese follows the: 
· Papua New Guinea National Education Curriculum, which includes core subjects such as 
· Mathematics, English, Science, Social Studies, and Religious Education. 
· Additionally, we integrate special programs like STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) to encourage problem-solving and innovation. Our curriculum also includes: 
· Life Skills, Physical Education and, 
· Arts and culture programs to foster holistic development. 
· By incorporating these diverse areas of study, we aim to equip students with the necessary skills to thrive academically and socially, in line with the national goals of Vision 2050 and Human Development Index improvements.

4. Assessment and Grading:  
Student progress is continuously assessed through various methods, including quizzes, tests, projects, and classroom participation. Our assessment practices follow national standards and are designed to provide a comprehensive picture of each student’s academic development. Report cards are issued at the end of each term to ensure transparency and encourage collaboration between parents, teachers, and students. In line with Achieving Quality Education for All, we are committed to fair, inclusive, and equitable assessment practices that ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed.

5. Homework Policy:  
Homework is an essential part of our academic program, reinforcing classroom learning and fostering independent study habits. Assignments are designed to build on what students have learned in class, help them develop responsibility, and improve their time management skills. Clear guidelines for homework will be communicated by teachers, ensuring that expectations are age-appropriate and in line with the student’s capacity for balanced work and rest. Homework also serves as a bridge between the school and home, encouraging parental involvement in their child’s educational journey.

6. Student Support Services
· Counselling Services: 		Information on counselling availability.
· Special Education: 		 	Support for students with diverse needs.
· Health Services: 			Details about health programs and first aid.

7. Parental Involvement
We value parental engagement and encourage participation in:
a) Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) meetings.
b) School events and fundraisers.
c) Volunteer opportunities.

Contact Information
· Principal: 		Mr. Alex Ako 
· Phone: 		675 73326619
· Email: 		STTHERESEPRIMARYSCHOOL69412@GMAIL.COM. 			  	Sttheresepreschoolbadili69412@gmail.com

8. School Philosophy
At St. Therese Primary and Pre-school Badili, we believe in:
a) Respect for all individuals
b) Encouraging curiosity and creativity
c) Promoting lifelong learning
d) Building strong community partnerships
e) Preparing students for future success

9. School Policies

a) Attendance
Regular attendance is crucial for student success. Parents are required to inform the school of any absences. Excessive absences may impact a student's academic progress and will be addressed according to our attendance policy.

b) Dress Code
Students are expected to wear the school uniform, which promotes a sense of community and equality. Detailed guidelines on acceptable attire and personal grooming standards are provided at the beginning of the school year.

10. Discipline Policy
Our discipline policy focuses on positive behaviour reinforcement and restorative practices. We aim to teach students self-discipline, responsibility, and respect for others. Misbehaviour will be addressed through a tiered system of interventions, ranging from verbal warnings to more profound consequences as outlined in our behaviour management plan, and in accordance with the School Constitution.

11. Health and Safety
The safety of our students is a top priority. Please inform the school of any medical conditions and ensure emergency contact information is up to date. We conduct regular safety drills and have a comprehensive emergency response plan in place.

12. Academic Information	
a) Curriculum Overview
Our curriculum is designed to meet national standards and includes subjects such as Math, Science, English, Social Studies, and Physical Education. We also integrate technology and life skills to prepare students for future challenges.

b) Homework Policy
Homework is an essential part of the learning process. Assignments are designed to reinforce classroom learning, develop study skills, and foster a sense of responsibility. Homework expectations will vary by grade level and will be communicated by teachers.

c) Assessment and Reporting
Students are assessed regularly through various methods, including tests, projects, and classroom participation. Report cards are issued at the end of each term, and parent-teacher conferences are scheduled to discuss student progress.




13. School Services
a) Library
Our library is a resource centre that supports student learning and literacy. Students are encouraged to borrow books and use library resources for research and reading pleasure.

b) Cafeteria
Nutritious meals are provided daily. Parents can review the menu and dietary options to ensure their child's dietary needs are met. Please inform the school of any food allergies.

14. Transportation
Bus services are not available for students at present; however, the introduction of a vibrant structural alignment conforms to having this service introduced in the future. At present the public transport system prevails as the only mode of service available, and parents are encouraged to supervise your children from respective locality to school, and after school back home. 

15. Extracurricular Activities
a) Clubs and Organizations
We offer a variety of clubs and organizations that cater to different interests, including science club, debate club, and environmental club. Participation in extracurricular activities helps students develop new skills and build friendships.

b) Sports
At St. Therese Catholic Primary & Preschool, students are encouraged to participate in a variety of sports that promote physical health, teamwork, leadership, and school spirit. Our sports programs include soccer, basketball, volleyball, and track and field, offering students the opportunity to develop their athletic abilities while learning important life skills such as discipline, perseverance, and cooperation.

All sports activities are conducted in alignment with national standards and endorsed by relevant sporting institutions. These programs are coordinated through the school's Sports Teacher-in-Charge (TIC) to ensure effective planning, supervision, and student engagement. Additionally, participation in inter-school competitions is encouraged, helping students gain experience, build confidence, and foster a strong sense of community pride. 

c) Arts
Our arts program at St. Therese Catholic Primary & Preschool nurtures creativity, self-expression, and appreciation for cultural heritage. It includes music, drama, and visual arts, providing students with a well-rounded artistic education. Through these disciplines, students are encouraged to explore their talents, develop confidence, and express themselves in unique and meaningful ways.

Students are given numerous opportunities to showcase their artistic abilities in school performances, exhibitions, and events. Additionally, we encourage students to attend local art exhibitions, including visits to the National Art Gallery, where they can gain inspiration and a deeper understanding of Papua New Guinea’s rich artistic traditions and contemporary art scene. These experiences help foster a lifelong appreciation for the arts and cultivate well-rounded, culturally aware individuals.


16. Parent Involvement

a) Parents & Citizens Committee (PNC)
The P & C is an essential part of our school community, supporting various school initiatives and fostering strong home-school partnerships. All parents are encouraged to join and participate in P & C activities.

b) Volunteering Opportunities
We encourage parents to volunteer in school activities and events. Your involvement enriches our school environment and enhances the educational experience for all students. Opportunities include classroom assistance, event planning, and fundraising activities.

17. School Rules and Behaviour Guidelines
a) General Behaviour Expectations

I. Respect: 	Treat others with kindness and respect. Use polite 
language and be considerate of others' feelings and property.

II. Responsibility: Take responsibility for your actions and learning. Complete
assignments on time and come prepared for class.

III. Safety: 		Follow safety rules and report any unsafe conditions to a staff
member. Respect personal space and avoid physical aggression.

18. Classroom Conduct
b) Follow the teacher's instructions and participate actively in class.
c) Raise your hand to speak and listen respectfully when others are speaking.
d) Keep your workspace tidy and respect classroom materials and equipment.

19. Playground Rules
a) Play safely and include others in games and activities.
b) Respect playground equipment and use it properly.
c) Report any injuries or concerns to a supervising adult immediately.

20. Digital Citizenship
In accordance with appropriate legislative laws, we will consider the following:
a) Adherence to Data Protection Laws:
It is incumbent on both parents and Teachers to ensure all students are aware of compliance with data protection regulations such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) or the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), which mandate the protection of personal information and privacy online.


b) Cyberbullying Prevention Laws:
These are laws that specifically address cyberbullying, providing clear definitions and consequences for such behaviour. This can include penalties for perpetrators and support mechanisms for victims.



c) Intellectual Property Laws:
Educate students about intellectual property rights and the importance of respecting copyright laws. This includes understanding the legal implications of plagiarism and unauthorized sharing of digital content.

d) Internet Safety Laws:
Promote awareness of laws related to internet safety, such as those that protect against online predators and ensure safe online interactions. This can include age-appropriate guidelines for social media use.

e) Acceptable Use Policies (AUP):
Schools should have clear Acceptable Use Policies that outline the appropriate use of technology and the internet. These policies should be aligned with national and international laws and be regularly updated.

f) Digital Literacy Programs:
Implement educational programs that teach students about their rights and responsibilities online, including understanding the legal aspects of digital citizenship.

g) By integrating these legislative aspects, we can create a more comprehensive and legally sound framework for digital citizenship in schools. 
h) Use school technology responsibly and for educational purposes only.
i) Respect others' privacy and avoid sharing personal information online.
j) Report any cyberbullying or inappropriate online behaviour to a teacher or staff member.

21. Consequences for misbehaviour
a) Verbal Warning: A reminder of appropriate behaviour.

I. Time-Out: 		Temporary removal from the activity or classroom to
reflect on behaviour.
II. Parent Notification: 	Parents will be informed of repeated or serious
misbehaviour.
III. Detention: 		Loss of free time or participation in extracurricular
activities.
IV. Suspension: 		Temporary removal from school for severe or repeated
infractions.
V. Expulsion: 		Permanent removal from school for extreme cases of 
misconduct.

22. Discipline Policy and Penalties
Our discipline policy aims to foster a positive and respectful learning environment. We emphasize positive behaviour reinforcement but also have a structured system for addressing misbehaviour. Penalties for infractions are designed to be fair and proportional to the behaviour, with the goal of helping students learn from their mistakes.

a) Minor Infractions
I. Examples: 		Disruptive behaviour in class, failure to complete
homework, minor disrespect towards peers or staff.
II. Penalties: 
a) First Offense: 		Verbal warning and reminder of appropriate behaviour.
b) Second Offense: 	Time-out or temporary removal from the activity or 
classroom.
c) Third Offense: 		Parent notification and a meeting with the teacher to
discuss behaviour and improvement strategies.
d) Repeated Offenses: 	Loss of privileges such as participation in extracurricular
activities or recess.

b) Moderate Infractions
I. Examples: 		Persistent disruptive behaviour, disrespect towards staff,
minor vandalism, inappropriate language.
II. Penalties:
a) First Offense: 		Written warning and parent notification.
b) Second Offense: 	Detention during recess or after school, with a reflection
assignment on the behaviour.
c) Third Offense: 		Parent-teacher conference to develop a behaviour
improvement plan.
d) Repeated Offenses:	In-school suspension for a day, loss of participation in
school events.
c) Severe Infractions

I. Examples: 		Bullying, physical aggression, major vandalism, theft,
cheating, cyberbullying.
II. Penalties:
a) First Offense: 	Immediate removal from the classroom or activity, parent 
notification, and mandatory meeting with the principal.
b) Second Offense: 
Suspension from school for one to three days, with a
behaviour contract signed by the student and parents upon return.
c) Third Offense: 	Longer suspension (up to one week), referral to a school 
counsellor, and a formal behaviour intervention plan.
d) Repeated Offenses: 
Expulsion from school, subject to review by the
school board and principal.

d) Extreme Infractions
I. Examples: 		Weapons possession, drug use, serious physical assault, 
criminal activities.
II. Penalties:
a) Immediate Action: 
Immediate removal from school premises,
notification of law enforcement if necessary, and immediate parent notification.
b) Review Process: 
Suspension pending a thorough investigation and 
review by the school board.
c) Outcome: 	Expulsion from school or other severe disciplinary 
actions as deemed appropriate by the school board and principal.

e) Restorative Practices

I. Restorative Conversations: 
Involves discussing the incident with the
student to understand the impact of their behaviour and explore ways to make amends.
II. Peer Mediation: 	A process where trained student mediators help resolve
conflicts between peers.
a) Community Service: 
Students may be required to participate in community
service projects within the school to make amends for their actions.
III. Support Systems
a) Counselling: 	Students who exhibit behavioural issues may be referred 
to the school counsellor for additional support and guidance.
b) Behaviour Contracts: 
Agreements between the student, parents, and school 
outlining expected behaviours and consequences for future infractions.
c) Mentorship Programs: 
Pairing students with mentors to provide guidance 
and support in developing positive behaviours.

23. Important Dates

A calendar of important dates, including school holidays, parent-teacher conferences, and dedicated events, will be provided at the beginning of the school year. Please mark these dates on your calendar and participate in school activities.

This handbook serves as a guide to help you navigate the school year. We look forward to a productive and enjoyable school year with you.




image1.jpeg
ARS CENT,
~ S Ey

LIDELITYT ALWAYS

1927-2027
ST. THERESE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
CHRIST THE KING PARISH

Cor Pascal Avenue, Scratchley Rd, Badilli




image2.jpeg




